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‘(i) research, grant administration, public
outreach, and policy development relating to
such counseling; and

““(ii) establishment, coordination, and admin-
istration of all regulations, requirements, stand-
ards, and performance measures under programs
and laws administered by the Department that
relate to housing counseling, homeownership
counseling (including maintenance of homes),
mortgage-related counseling (including home eq-
uity conversion mortgages and credit protection
options to avoid foreclosure), and rental hous-
ing counseling, including the requirements,
standards, and performance measures relating
to housing counseling.

‘““(B) SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS.—The Director shall
carry out the functions assigned to the Director
and the Office under this section and any other
provisions of law. Such functions shall include
establishing rules necessary for—

‘(i) the counseling procedures under section
106(g)(1) of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C. 1701x(h)(1));

““(ii) carrying out all other functions of the
Secretary under section 106(g) of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1968, including
the establishment, operation, and publication of
the availability of the toll-free telephone number
under paragraph (2) of such section;

““(iii) carrying out section 5 of the Real Estate
Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 (12 U.S.C.
2604) for home buying information booklets pre-
pared pursuant to such section;

“(iv) carrying out the certification program
under section 106(e) of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C. 1701x(e));

“(v) carrying out the assistance program
under section 106(a)(4) of the Housing and
Urban Development Act of 1968, including cri-
teria for selection of applications to receive as-
sistance;

“(vi) carrying out any functions regarding
abusive, deceptive, or unscrupulous lending
practices relating to residential mortgage loans
that the Secretary considers appropriate, which
shall include conducting the study under sec-
tion 6 of the Expand and Preserve Home Owner-
ship Through Counseling Act;

““(vii) providing for operation of the advisory
committee established under paragraph (4) of
this subsection;

““(viii) collaborating with community-based or-
ganizations with expertise in the field of hous-
ing counseling; and

“(ix) providing for the building of capacity to
provide housing counseling services in areas
that lack sufficient services.

‘“(4) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-
point an advisory committee to provide advice
regarding the carrying out of the functions of
the Director.

‘“(B) MEMBERS.—Such advisory committee
shall consist of mot more than 12 individuals,
and the membership of the committee shall
equally represent all aspects of the mortgage
and real estate industry, including consumers.

‘“(C) TERMS.—Except as provided in subpara-
graph (D), each member of the advisory com-
mittee shall be appointed for a term of 3 years.
Members may be reappointed at the discretion of
the Secretary.

‘(D) TERMS OF INITIAL APPOINTEES.—AS des-
ignated by the Secretary at the time of appoint-
ment, of the members first appointed to the advi-
sory committee, 4 shall be appointed for a term
of 1 year and 4 shall be appointed for a term of
2 years.

‘“(E) PROHIBITION OF PAY;, TRAVEL EX-
PENSES.—Members of the advisory committee
shall serve without pay, but shall receive travel
expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, in accordance with applicable provisions
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code.

‘““(F) ADVISORY ROLE ONLY.—The advisory
committee shall have no role in reviewing or
awarding housing counseling grants.
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““(5) SCOPE OF HOMEOWNERSHIP COUNSELING.—
In carrying out the responsibilities of the Direc-
tor, the Director shall ensure that homeowner-
ship counseling provided by, in connection with,
or pursuant to any function, activity, or pro-
gram of the Department addresses the entire
process of homeownership, including the deci-
sion to purchase a home, the selection and pur-
chase of a home, issues arising during or affect-
ing the period of ownership of a home (includ-
ing refinancing, default and foreclosure, and
other financial decisions), and the sale or other
disposition of a home.”’.

SEC. 403. COUNSELING PROCEDURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C.
1701x) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(9) PROCEDURES AND ACTIVITIES.—

““(1) COUNSELING PROCEDURES.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish, coordinate, and monitor the administration
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment of the counseling procedures for
homeownership counseling and rental housing
counseling provided in connection with any pro-
gram of the Department, including all require-
ments, standards, and performance measures
that relate to homeownership and rental hous-
ing counseling.

“(B) HOMEOWNERSHIP COUNSELING.—For pur-
poses of this subsection and as used in the pro-
visions referred to in this subparagraph, the
term ‘homeownership counseling’ means coun-
seling related to homeownership and residential
mortgage loans. Such term includes counseling
related to homeownership and residential mort-
gage loans that is provided pursuant to—

“(i) section 105(a)(20) of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5305(a)(20));

“(ii) in the United States Housing Act of
1937—

“(1) section 9(e) (42 U.S.C. 1437g(e));

“(II)  section  8(y)(1)(D) (42  U.S.C.
1437f(y)(1)(D));
“(III)  section  18(a)(4)(D) (42 U.S.C.
1437p(a)(4)(D));

“(IV) section 23(c)(4) (42 U.S.C. 1437u(c)(4));

“(V) section 32(e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 1437z-4(e)(4));

“(VI) section 33(d)(2)(B) (42 U.S.C. 1437z
5(d)(2)(B));

“(VII) sections 302(b)(6) and 303(b)(7) (42
U.S.C. 1437aaa~1(b)(6), 1437aaa-2(b)(7)); and

“(VIII) section 304(c)(4) (42 U.S.C. 1437aaa—
3(c)4));

““(iii) section 302(a)(4) of the American Home-
ownership and Economic Opportunity Act of
2000 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note);

“(iv) sections 233(b)(2) and 258(b) of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act
(42 U.S.C. 12773(b)(2), 12808(Db));

“(v) this section and section 10I(e) of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12
U.S.C. 1701x, 1701w(e));

“(vi) section 220(d)(2)(G) of the Low-Income
Housing Preservation and Resident Homeowner-
ship Act of 1990 (12 U.S.C. 4110(d)(2)(@));

“(vii) sections 422(b)(6), 423(b)(7), 424(c)(4),
442(b)(6), and 443(b)(6) of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12872(b)(6), 12873(b)(7), 12874(c)(4),
12892(b)(6), and 12893(b)(6));

“(viii) section 491(b)(1)(F)(iii) of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11408(b)(1)(F)(iii));

“(ix) sections 202(3) and 810(b)(2)(A) of the
Native American Housing and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4132(3),
4229(b)(2)(4));

“(x) in the National Housing Act—

“(I) in section 203 (12 U.S.C. 1709), the penul-
timate undesignated paragraph of paragraph (2)
of subsection (b), subsection (c)(2)(4), and sub-
section (r)(4);

“(II) subsections (a) and (c)(3) of section 237
(12 U.S.C. 17152-2); and
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“(I11) subsections (d)(2)(B) and (m)(1) of sec-
tion 255 (12 U.S.C. 17152-20);

“(xi) section 502(h)(4)(B) of the Housing Act
0f 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(h)(4)(B)); and

““(xii) section 508 of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 17012-7).

‘““(C) RENTAL HOUSING COUNSELING.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘rental hous-
ing counseling’ means counseling related to
rental of residential property, which may in-
clude counseling regarding future homeowner-
ship opportunities and providing referrals for
renters and prospective renters to entities pro-
viding counseling and shall include counseling
related to such topics that is provided pursuant
to—

““(i) section 105(a)(20) of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5305(a)(20));

““(it) in the United States Housing Act of
1937—

“(1) section 9(e) (42 U.S.C. 1437g(e));

“(ID) section 18(a)(4)(D) (42
1437p(a)(4)(D));

“(I11) section 23(c)(4) (42 U.S.C. 1437u(c)(4));

“(IV) section 32(e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 1437z—4(e)(4));

“(V) section 33(d)(2)(B) (42 U.S.C. 1437z
5(d)(2)(B)); and

“(VI) section 302(b)(6) (42 U.S.C. 1437aaa—
1(b)(6));

““(iii) section 233(b)(2) of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12773(b)(2));

“(iv) section 106 of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C. 1701x);

““(v) section 422(b)(6) of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12872(b)(6));

“‘(vi) section 491(b)(1)(F)(iii) of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11408(b)(1)(F)(iii));

“(vii) sections 202(3) and 810(b)(2)(A) of the
Native American Housing and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4132(3),
4229(b)(2)(4)); and

““(viii) the rental assistance program under
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f).

““(2) STANDARDS FOR MATERIALS.—The Sec-
retary, in conjunction with the advisory com-
mittee established under subsection (g)(4) of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development
Act, shall establish standards for materials and
forms to be used, as appropriate, by organiza-
tions providing homeownership counseling serv-
ices, including any recipients of assistance pur-
suant to subsection (a)(4).

““(3) MORTGAGE SOFTWARE SYSTEMS.—

‘““(A) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall
provide for the certification of various computer
software programs for consumers to use in eval-
uating different residential mortgage loan pro-
posals. The Secretary shall require, for such cer-
tification, that the mortgage software systems
take into account—

‘(i) the consumer’s financial situation and
the cost of maintaining a home, including insur-
ance, taxes, and utilities;

“‘(ii) the amount of time the consumer expects
to remain in the home or expected time to matu-
rity of the loan;

‘‘(iii) such other factors as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate to assist the consumer in
evaluating whether to pay points, to lock in an
interest rate, to select an adjustable or fired rate
loan, to select a conventional or government-in-
sured or guaranteed loan and to make other
choices during the loan application process.

If the Secretary determines that available exist-
ing software is inadequate to assist consumers
during the residential mortgage loan application
process, the Secretary shall arrange for the de-
velopment by private sector software companies
of mew mortgage software systems that meet the
Secretary’s specifications.

‘“(B) USE AND INITIAL AVAILABILITY.—Such
certified computer software programs shall be
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